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THE FEW REMEMBERED BY THE MANY

To mark the 70th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain, Carl Davis will conduct the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra in Lichfield Cathedral in one of the centrepiece orchestral concerts at this year’s Lichfield Festival. This concert of British favourites will feature actress and singer Claire Sweeney, best known for her role in the TV soap Brookside and as Roxie Hart in the West End Musical Chicago. It is on Friday 9 July.
The 2010 Festival will open (Thursday 8 July) with a performance of Vivaldi’s Four Seasons played by Nicola Benedetti with the European Union Chamber Orchestra. The programme will also include Tchaikovsky’s Souvenir de Florence and the performance will be interspersed with newly commissioned poems written and read by former Poet Laureate Andrew Motion.

Closing the festival (Saturday 17 July) will be the BBC Symphony Orchestra playing a programme of Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 6 in B minor, Pathétique, Barber’s School For Scandal Overture and Schumann’s Cello Concerto in A minor (soloist Guy Johnson). They will be  conducted by Vassily Sinaisky, Principal Conductor of the Malmo Symphony Orchestra, Sweden, and Conductor in Residence at the Bolshoi Theatre, Moscow.  
Other 2010 Lichfield Festival highlights include:

· A most welcome return visit by the Australian String Quartet. 
· Catrin Finch, former Harpist to the Prince of Wales, who has become one of her instrument’s foremost exponents.
· Ex Cathedra going In Search Of 1610 with a performance of Monteverdi’s Vespers of that year.
· The Happiness Patrol presenting Oscar Wilde’s Salome as a live sound-only theatre piece.
· Al Bowly’s Croon Manifesto continuing the War theme with a theatrical interpretation of this pre-pop hit singer.
· Dame Evelyn Glennie performing solo percussion works
The ten-day multi-arts festival centred around Lichfield’s impressive medieval cathedral and the Lichfield Garrick Theatre features a wide range of classical, jazz, folk and world music, and includes a Young Artists’ Series and the Lichfield Festival Arts Market on Saturday 10 July. The Lichfield Festival is the premier multi-arts festival in the West Midlands. Festival Director is Fiona Stuart.
Full programme announced and booking opens in April. The 2010 Lichfield Festival is supported by principal partner BMW Plant Hams Hall, Lichfield District Council and Arts Council England West Midlands.
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