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PRESS RELEASE

20 April 2010
Familiar names and faces for Festival
Stars of TV, concert hall and radio will be appearing at the 2010 Lichfield Festival, between Thursday, July 8 and Sunday, July 18.

Violinist Nicola Benedetti, winner of Young Musician of the Year in 2004 and a Classical BRIT Award in 2008, will be playing Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, with new poetry added by former Poet Laureate Andrew Motion. They will appear with the European Union Chamber Orchestra in the opening night concert in Lichfield Cathedral.

Actress and singer Claire Sweeney, best known for her role in the TV soap Brookside and as Roxie Hart in the West End Musical Chicago, will be the soloist with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra under the baton of Carl Davis for a concert commemorating the 70th anniversary of the Battle of Britain on Friday, July 9.

Composer, pianist and singer Sir Richard Rodney Bennett teams up again with singer and Radio 3 presenter Claire Martin for a very sophisticated evening of jazz cabaret at the Lichfield Garrick Theatre on Friday, July 9.

Dame Evelyn Glennie, the first person in musical history to successfully create and sustain a full-time career as a solo percussionist, will be performing in Lichfield Cathedral on Saturday, July 10.

The Perrier Award-winning comedian, Laura Solon, has appeared in Harry and Paul on BBC1 and written and performed Talking And Not Talking for Radio 4. She brings her latest show, Rabbit Faced Story Soup, to the Lichfield Garrick Theatre on Saturday, July 10.

“The most beautiful voice on radio, ever,” was how one commentator described the sound of Radio 4’s Woman’s Hour presenter Jenni Murray. She will be discussing her memoirs and more at the Lichfield Garrick Theatre on Monday, July 12.
Adrian Edmonson is probably best known for the TV comedies The Young Ones and Bottom, but he also likes to present punk classics in a folk format with his group The Bad Shepherds. They will be at the Lichfield Garrick Theatre on Tuesday, July 13.

The current Poet Laureate, Carol Ann Duffy, will be reading her poetry in Lichfield Cathedral on Tuesday, July 13, and will also be illuminating her work with artist Stephen Raw, whose paintings will be exhibited in the cathedral throughout the Festival.

Comedian and one of the most familiar American faces on British TV, Rich Hall, will be bringing his droll humour to the Lichfield Garrick Theatre on Wednesday, July 14.

Other stars at the 2010 Lichfield Festival include the Endellion String Quartet, a cappella vocal group Voces8, Salsa jazz pianist Alex Wilson, the choir Ex Cathedra, “the queen of harps” Catrin Finch, and the BBC Philharmonic, conducted by Vassily Sinaisky with Guy Johnston the cello soloist.  
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The ten-day multi-arts festival centred around Lichfield’s impressive medieval cathedral and the Lichfield Garrick Theatre features a wide range of classical, jazz, folk and world music, and includes a Young Artists’ Series and the Lichfield Festival Arts Market on Saturday 10 July. The Lichfield Festival is the premier multi-arts festival in the West Midlands. Festival Director is Fiona Stuart.
Booking opens on Friday, April 30. The 2010 Lichfield Festival is supported by principal partner BMW Plant Hams Hall, Lichfield District Council and Arts Council England West Midlands.
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