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PRESS RELEASE

13 May 2010
Classical music’s mountaineers

tackle the highest peaks of all
The 16 works Beethoven wrote for the string quartet – two violins, a viola and cello – are recognized as some of the most sublime music ever written. And the Endellion String Quartet has built on its superb reputation by playing these works with great understanding and flair.
Over the next two years the Endellions, as they are more familiarly called, will play every one of Beethoven’s String Quartets in or around Lichfield, and they begin their mammoth musical journey on Wednesday, July 14, when they play three of them in Swinfen Hall Hotel ballroom. 
They are the String Quartets Op.18 No.5, Op.59 No.1 and Op.130, and the concert is at 3pm.

They follow it on Friday, July 16, with another 3pm performance, this time in St Michael’s Church in Lichfield, when their programme will comprise the quartets Op.18 No.6, Op.135 and Op.59 No.3.

The Endellion String Quartet – Andrew Watkinson, Ralph de Souza, Garfield Jackson and David Waterman – celebrated its 30th anniversary last year, and they marked that anniversary with a CD box set of all the Beethoven quartets.

The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians refers to the group as “arguably the finest quartet in Britain, playing with poise, true intonation, excellent balance and a beautiful tone.” 

These concerts, both in intimate and atmospheric surroundings, should be highlights in the calendar of chamber music fans everywhere. But they will also provide a fascinating introduction to some of the finest music ever written.

If you want to hear some skilled and courageous musical mountaineers mastering the challenging peaks of European classical music, then these concerts are a must.

 For more information on these concerts go to www.lichfieldfestival.org
The ten-day multi-arts festival centred around Lichfield’s impressive medieval cathedral and the Lichfield Garrick Theatre features a wide range of classical, jazz, folk and world music, and includes a Young Artists’ Series and the Lichfield Festival Arts Market on Saturday 10 July. The Lichfield Festival is the premier multi-arts festival in the West Midlands. Festival Director is Fiona Stuart.
Booking is now open. The 2010 Lichfield Festival is supported by principal partner BMW Plant Hams Hall, Lichfield District Council and Arts Council England West Midlands.

Information: 01543 306270         Box office: 01543 412121         www.lichfieldfestival.org
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